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The core story is set in Venice in the sixteenth century, when the famed makers of Venetian glass were per-
fecting one of the old world's most wondrous inventions: the mirror. An object of glittering yet fearful fascina-
tion—was it reflecting simple reality, or something more spiritually revealing?—the Venetian mirrors were 
state of the art technology, and subject to industrial espionage by desirous sultans and royals world-wide. But 
for any of the development team to leave the island was a crime punishable by death. One man, however—a 
world-weary war hero with nothing to lose—has a scheme he thinks will allow him to outwit the city's terrify-
ing enforcers of the edict, the ominous Council of Ten . . . 
 
Meanwhile, in two other Venices—Venice Beach, California, circa 1958, and the Venice casino in Las Vegas, 

circa today—two other schemers launch similarly dangerous plans to get away with a secret . . . 
 
All three stories will weave together into a spell-binding tour-de-force that is impossible to put down—an old-fashioned, stay-up-
all-night novel that, in the end, returns the reader to a stunning conclusion in the original Venice . . . and the bedazzled sense of 
having read a truly original and thrilling work of art.  

An epic story, set against the backdrop of World War I, from bestselling author Anita Shreve. 

 

When an American woman, Stella Bain, is found suffering from severe shell shock in an exclusive garden in 

London, surgeon August Bridge and his wife selflessly agree to take her in. 

 

A gesture of goodwill turns into something more as Bridge quickly develops a clinical interest in his house-

guest. Stella had been working as a nurse's aide near the front, but she can't remember anything prior to 

four months earlier when she was found wounded on a French battlefield. 

In a narrative that takes us from London to America and back again, Shreve has created an engrossing and 

wrenching tale about love and the meaning of memory, set against the haunting backdrop of a war that 

destroyed an entire generation.  
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